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WHANGAREI ART MUSEUM PUBLIC PROGRAMME 
 

 

Whangarei Art Museum presents a series 

of events in response to Kermadec: Lines 

in the Ocean our current exhibition 

Wednesday 26 – Saturday 29 August 2015 

 
RANGITAHUA - THE STOPPING OFF PLACE... 
A live installation performance Rangitahua - the 
stopping off place… is an expedition through the 
history and stories of Raoul Island. From Maori 
voyagers to American whalers, from colonial 
explorers to eccentric pioneers seeking 
sanctuary and freedom, Raoul Island has 
attracted many visitors throughout its history. But 
this rugged, remote volcano half way between 
New Zealand and Tonga has resisted human 
efforts to settle and tame it. Earthquakes, 
eruptions, extreme weather and isolation have 
thwarted and discouraged us – we have stopped, 
but we have rarely stayed. 
 
Audiences will be treated to a live installation 
experience, a breathing gallery of stories, songs 
and music curated by Company of Giants with 
local performers. Exhibits will come to life to 
reveal the remarkable history of human contact 
with these rugged volcanic islands - stories of 
resilience, death, exploration and settlement in 
an investigation of human contact with this 
elemental and isolated island.   
 
The theatre collective, led here by Laurel 
Devenie and Ash Holwell, has been 
commissioned to work with local performers to 
create new performance work in the gallery  
space, drawing from stories of New Zealand's 
northernmost islands.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
The work will feature a collection of historical and 
contemporary stories and events from the 
extraordinary islands woven together with live 
music and storytelling.    
 
Performers include- Hayley Douglas, Kelly 
Johnson, Jan Fisher, Anthony Crum, Tomasin 
Fisher-Johnson, Vincent Nathan, Hannah White, 
Damian Pullen, Jazz Fisher-Johnson, Zelde 
Morrison, Sophie Gilbert-Keene, Finn Gilbert 
Keene and Romane Garde. 
 
HATCH by Geoff Chapple performed by Stuart 
Devenie 
In addition to this short performance festival, 
former Whangarei resident Stuart Devenie will 
return to the north to perform the award winning 
solo show ‘Hatch’ by Geoff Chapple, first 
produced by Auckland Theatre Company in 
2007. This is the story of intrepid Victorian 
entrepreneur, Joseph Hatch who saw the 
possibilities of harnessing the abundant natural 
resources of the Southern Ocean by harvesting 
penguins for their oil on Macquarie island. 
Hatch’s steaming works caused uproar causing 
the NZ government to revoke his license and 
send him on a lifetime’s mission to clear his 
name and run his business.   
 
Chapple’s lively and heartbreaking version of this 
little known piece of NZ history has been enjoyed 
by countless audiences all over the country. 
 
‘Devenie inhabits his role with great conviction, 
drawing us into his world, commanding our 
respect and challenging our value systems. In 
short, an ingenious play delivered with insidious 
panache and passion- ‘  Theatreview 
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PECHAKUCHA WAM 
These two shows will be preceded by a pop-up 
PechaKucha evening in the gallery on 
Wednesday 26th August featuring talks by 
prominent environmentalists on topics including 
establishment of marine reserves, ocean 
ecology, visits to the Kermadecs and local 
environmental issues. The PechaKucha 
organisers are also very excited to have a 
presentation from Dutch sailor Laura Dekker who 
in 2012 became the youngest person to 
circumnavigate the globe single-handed. During 
the PechaKucha intermission Company of Giants 
will feature a sneak preview of their new piece. 
Doors open at 6:30 and the first presenter begins 
at 7pm. There will be NZSL interpreters for the 
Deaf community. $5 entry with all proceeds going 
to Transition Towns Whangarei. 
 
This collection of stories and events marks a 

unique opportunity for Whangarei audiences to 

walk around the art gallery at night and 

experience the space in a unique and immersive 

way as well as hear stories and see a wonderful 

piece of NZ theatre. This is not only a celebration 

of the Kermadec islands and various untold NZ 

stories but is also an opportunity to enjoy one of 

Whangarei’s newest art spaces and investigate 

how performance can enhance and create a 

dialogue with other art forms. 
 
Tickets go on Sale 10 August-  Pre-booking 
available 
 
DATES / TIMES / PRICES  
PechaKucha  
Wednesday 26th August at 7pm- doors open at 
6.30pm 
 
Rangitahua- The Stopping Off Place... 
(Company of Giants) 
Thursday 27th /Friday 28th / Saturday 29th at 
6pm & 7pm  
 
Hatch  
Friday 28th / Saturday 29th at 8pm 
 
TICKET PRICES 
PechaKucha   $5 
Rangitahua   $10 
Hatch    $20 
Double Deal   $25 
(Rangitahua + Hatch)   
 

 

 

Performance Timetable  
Wednesday 26 t- Saturday 29 August 2015 
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These events are  funded with help from Pub 
Charity 
 

 
 

Performances curated by Company of Giants 

 

Special thanks to PechaKucha Whangarei 

 

Kermadec- Lines in the Ocean 
Exhibition supported by PEW Charitable Trusts 
and toured by Exhibition Services 
 

 

 

Image credit: Gregory O’Brien, A Poem for the 
Kermadecs, 2011, acrylic on canvas 


